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HE Roman Catholics now ſay, that 
their loyal and peaceable deportment for 
100 years, ſhould entitle them to a full parti- 
cipation of all the rights and privileges of pro- 
teſtant ſubjects; they defy any perſon to pro- 


duce an inſtance of the contrary. I will give 


them a remarkable. one, which occurred in the, 
year 1729, and is to be found in the 6th vol. 
of the journals of the houle of commons“. By 
an information ſworn before lord Doneraile 
and John Love, Ec. two juſtices of the peace 
for the county of Cdtk, by one father Henefy . 
pariſh prieſt of Noneralle, it appears, that in- 
formant being in company with Connor Keef, 
popth Biſhop of Limerick; Francis Lloyd, 
Biſhop. of Killalloe; and Doctor Stones, a 
Fancltean Fryar of Dublin, at the houſe of 
Teigue Me Carthy, alias Rabah, the Biſhop of 
Cork and Cloyne; when the ſaid Keefe and 
Lloyd delivered a letter to ſaid Carthy from 
Chriſtopher Butler, titular Archbiſhop of Ca- 
ſhel, acquainting him, that the Pope complied. 
with the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of Ireland, 
and that his holineſs had granted an indulgence 
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for ten years, in order to raiſe money to be 
ipeedily applied to reſtore King James the 30 
to his right; and to put their preſent majeſ- 
ties, and all the royal family to the ſword. 
That ſoon after inſormant received a letter, 


and a copy of the Pope's Bull, from his ſaid 


Biſhop, with directions to obey it. The pur: 
port was as follows:“ I hat every communi- 


cant, duly confeſling, and receiving upon the. 
patron 117 of every reſpective pariſh, and any 


Sunday from the iſt of May to September 
having repeated the Lord's prayer five times, 
and once the apoſtles creed, upon paying rwo. 
pence each time, was to have a plenary indul- 


gence for his ſins; and all approved confeſ- 


jors had full power to abſolve them in all 
caſes, with intent that God would ſpeedily 
place King James za on the throne of Eng- 


land. That the pariſh prieſts were to pay 


the money fo collected, and . 5 of their 


own, to their reſpective Biſhops, who were 
to ſwear them. to a true account of what 
they collected. That the faid Biſhops were 


to pay the money ſo received to the agents 


of each province, who were to remit, the 


ſame to the Pretender's friends in England, 


Germany, France, and Spain. That Joſeph: 


Nagle and faid Francis Lloy d were the 


two agents for. Munſter. Thar Garret Nagle, 
wake to ſaid Joſeph, at that time lived in 
— and traxſacted the Pretender 8 affairs 

there. 
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lt is to be preſumed that 
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chere. That ſaid McCarthy ſaid, there was 
no ſin in wronging King George of his duties, 
for as he had no right to the crown, he had 
none to the duties“? | 

That faid McCarthy having a quarrel with 
informant, endeavoured to have him tranſpor- 
ted for being a prieſt, leſt he might diſcover 
this plot. The veracity of Heneſy is corrobo- 
rated by the following facts as ſoon as the 
votes of the houſe of commons were ſeen at 
Doneraile, (by whick it appeared, that original 
papers ſeized in Cork, relative to this affair 
were to be examined) twelve men entered the 
houſe of Heneſy, who lay ill of an ague, and 
carried him off; and it 1s to be preſumed he 
was ſacrificed for the ſake of the holy Church. 
That Mr. Love, by orders from government, 
ſearched the lodgings of ſaid Joſeph Nagle 
in Cork, arid on entering them, he was told 
triumphantly by Nagle, that he had three 


days notice, and had time to remove all mate- 
rial papers. However, Mr. Love diſcovered 
ſome letters from a Mr. Wolfe to Joſeph 
Nagle, which prove, that a ſecond collection 
was made in the year 1731; and he. found 
letters from ſome of the ſaid popiſh Biſhops | 
to Father Heneſy, which are ſet forth in the 
Journals, and which confirm his evidence. 


; acted under the 
ſanction of his Biſhop, when he made free with the revenue of 


By 


- heretical Prince. 
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By this it appears, that the popiſh Biſhops 
of Ireland formed a conſpiracy for depoſing, 


and even for murdering their ſovereign, George 
the 24, and his family, which was ſanctioned 
by the Pope, who allo empowered them to 
abſolve their flock from their fins, in order 
to raiſe a fund for this horrid purpoſe. The 


means were as infamous as the end. But we 


ſhall not be ſurpriſed at it, when we conſider 
the doQrines contained in the oath, which 
every popiſh Biſhop takes at his conſecration. 


Jura, Honores, Privilegia, et auctoritatem 


anctæ Romanæ Fecleſie domini noftri Papa el 


8 uccefſorum predictorum, corſervare, defendere, 


 augere, ef promovere curabo. O Hereticos, 
Schiſmaticot et Rebelles eidem domino noſtro vel 
Succeſſoribus prædictis propoſſe perſequar et im- 


i 


PR” g 
The rights, honors, privileges, and autho- 


rity of the holy Roman church, and of our 


lord 1e Pope, and his ue dere aforeſaid, I 
will be careful to preſerve, defend, enlarge, 


; aud promote; and all heretics ſchiſmatics, and 


Ha gainft our ſaid lord and ſucceſſors, afore- 
10 "ll to the utmoſt of my power perſe- 
"267 (Y 


| d op oſe. 
Faber 15 "Leary and others ha quibbled 


ih the word erſequar, and have inliſed, that 


the real acceptation of it, is to combat and op- 


boſe the errors of heretics by argument, for 
che purpoſe of converting them. 


But 


cf 
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But the application of it by Cicero, in 
his 4th oration againſt Cataline, will leave no 
doubt in the mind of the reader. Altque illo 
tempore bujus au Lentuli clariſimus. Dir ar- 
matus Gracchum ęſt Perfecutus ; ; Ille etiam grave 
tum vulnus accepil. | 

Let, us examine the papal expoſition of it. 

When pope Paſchal the 2d excommunicated 
the emperor Henry IV, he called upon Ro- 
bert count of Flanders to attack bil Hen- 
ricum hereticorum caput et ejus fautores pro vi- 
ſibus perſequarts et impugnes, hoc bibi et muliti- 
bus luis præcipimus. Paſchal 2, Eps. 7, Bin. 
Tom. 7, p. 517. 
I ſhall ſubmit to the judgment of every FTA 
intereſted perſon, whether ſuch an oath does 
not claſh with the tenor of the oath of alle- 
glance, preſcribed by law to be taken to our 
king, while a Proteſtant. 

The opinion of the Pope's legate at _ 
ſels in the year 1768, on an oath of 
ance to our king, will ſhew us, how far obli- 
gatory it is conſidered on Roman catholics. 
When ſuch an oath, to be taken by the Ro- 
man catholics of this kingdom, was in con- 
templation in the year 1768, the Pope's 
legate, then reſident at Bruſſels, addreſſed let- 
ters to the four titular Metropolitans, contain- 
ing ſevere ſtrictures on it. 'Thomas Burke, 
titular biſhop of Offory, who wrote the hiſtory 
* the Dominican order in Ireland, and pub- 

liched 
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liſhed it in the year 1772, in his Hibetnia 


Domijnicana, ſays, © That he conſiders thoſe 
letters ſo precious, that he calls them, literæ 
vere auree cedroque dignd ; really golden, and 
worthy to be preſerved in Cedar.“ 

The legate treats the clauſes in the oath, 
containing a declaration of abhorrence and 
deteſtation of the doctrines, that faith is not 
to be kept with heretics, and that princes 
deprived by the Pope, may be depoſed or 


murdered by their ſubjects, as abſolutely 3 in- 


tolerable; becauſe he ſays this doctrine is de- 
fended and contended tor, by moſt catholic 
nations ; and the Holy See has frequent! 
followed the practice of it. He finally de- 
cides, that as the oath is in its whole extent 
unlawful, ſo in its nature it is invalid, null, 
and of no effect, inſomuch that it.can by no 
means bind and oblige conſciences. 

It is well known that ſimilar deciſions have 
been uniformly made by ſucceſſive Popes on 


oaths repugnant to the intereſts of the Roman 
fee. And I could give many inſtances where 


the Popes have taken upor them, to abſolte 


the ſubjects of a whole kingdom from the 


obligation of an oath. 

By the treaty of Weſtphalia concluded in 
obtained for che proteſtant gowers, and the 
Roman catholic princes were {worn to ad- 
here to it, but pope Innocent the toth pub- 

liſhed 
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liſhed a Jluning bull againſt it, and abſolved 
the! Roman catholic! princes from. the ſin, of 
adhering to it. Sce Hombeck's. Examen 
bulle Papolh qu Innotentitts 1oth abrogure 
nititur pacem Germanick. 

The granting on by the court of. 
Rome, was ſo common: a practice, and ſuch 
a certain ſource of revenue, that a regular 
{chedule, like the bock of rates of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe, was formed, containing every ſin 
that a perſon could commit, with the penal 
ſum annexed and apportioned according to the 
atrocity of it. 

This work was entitled, The Taxes of the 
Romiſh Chancery. 

The Roman ſee aſhamed of it, condemned 
it, merely becauſe they ſaid, it had been 
adulterated, but they never diſayowed it alto- 
gether, 

Pope Alexander the 7th in the liſt of prohi- 
bired books calls it; | Pixie et Taxa Meinæ be- 
nitentie paper ab Heredicii depravata. 

But the many editions of it printed for the 
uſe of different cathohe countries, prove be- 
yond a doubt the authenticity of it; one was 
printed at Rome in 1514; one at Cologne! in 
1515; three at Paris in 1520, 1545 and in 
1625; one at Venice in the 6th volume of 
the Oceanus Juri. in 1533, another in the 
15th volume of the ſame collection in 1584, 
but the edition printed at Rome in the Campus 

Floræ 


Floræ, by Marcellus Silber, under the Pope's- 
eye, Proves the authenticity of it beyond a 
doubt. Beſides the proteſtant princes pub- 
liſhed it, and inſerted it among their reaſons 
for rejecting the council of Trent. See Hei- 
degerri Myſier Baby. Toin. ad, page 350. 
oy ſuppoſe even that the court of Rome 
had condemned it altogether, is not its prac- 
tice. this day, in remitting ſins for en 
conformable to it: (5-5 $ 
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Let us now examine part of the Eb af | 


it. The abſolution of him, who has lain with 


his mother, liſter, or other, relation either in 
conſanguinity or affinity is taxed at Gr. 5. 
The abſolution of him who has deflowered a 
virgin Gra. 6: The abſolution of all acts of 
fornication committed by a clerk in what 
manner ſoever, whether, it he with a nun 
within or without the limits of the Nunnery, 
or with his relations in conſanguinity or affini- 
ty, or with any woman whatſoever, and whe- 
ther the abſolution be given in the name of 
the clerk himſelf, or jointly with his whores, 
and with a diſpenſation to take orders and be- 
nahes coſts 36 Laverg;Tournos r 12 


* 


1 


f che abſolution be for a crime againſt | Nas 
tare; though with brute beafls, go Livers 
Tournois, | 

A nun having committed fornication ſeveral 
times, ſhall be abſolved and enabled to hold 
the dignities of her order, even that of abbeſs, 
on 1 * ing 36 Livers Tournois and 9: Ducats. 

he lame titular biſhop Burke in his obſer- 
vations on an oath, to be taken. by popiſh 
prieſts, maintains the, fame. dogtine. as the 
cardinal legate.. 

Would it not exceed the greateſt ; imagina- 
ble abſurdity, that a catholic, prieſt. ſhould 
{wear fidelity to king George, as n as he 
profeſſeth a heteredox religion, or h as A wife 
of that religion, and that then and in that 
caſe; the ſame catholic prieſt -ought inſtantly 
to ;Al abjure the very to whom he bal 
worn, L allegiahee. ; Impiety [ horrible. 
See H ;berna Dominicana, by homas: Burke, 
a1 bichop of Oſſory, pabliheg in 255 

Hence it appears, that the 1 a 92 te- 
nets f popery, for which t | , 
it. ak ee from {hoſe C( 
moſt of the 18 ſtaies in Eons 


Cardinal legate, an. Os & AL 7 See, 
85 in the year 1774, b op of 
reland. 

It would ſtagger c nul itſelf, to believe 
that, the | mg # catholics of Ireland, who 
[% wer. 
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were ever more warmly devoted to the See of 
Rome, than thoſe of any other nation, would 
ſo toon eject from their minds doctrines, 
which the Roman pontiff ſtill maintains, and 
which their biſhops mult poſitively ſwear, at 
their conſecration,” ro ſupport. With ſingular 
pertinacity, the Roman pontiff has ſtrove to 
uphol the unity of the holy Apoſtolic 
Church ; is it to be ſuppoſed then, that the 
Iriſh. biſhops, who ſwear to preſerve, de- 
fend, enlarge, and ptomote its rights, honors, 
ER and authority, would ſincerely ſuf- 
er their flock to violate it ſo materially.? 

1 defy any perſon to pfove, that the Ro- 


man See has ever renounced, or even abated 


any of the abominable doctrines, which it 
formerly maintained and exerciſed, ſo deſtruc- 
tive of the power of temporal princes, and of 
the peace of proteſtant governments. They are 
ſtill lurking in grim repoſe in the Vatican. 
Admitting that the Glen and reſpeCtable 
Romatt” cat olics, ws" recently fipned pro- 
teſts, were Hurere, yet, they 'have not re- 
houliced one tenet, Which was always main- 
tained-in' their Church, atid which is not only 
repugnant to tlie Cheiffiun religion, Kot 


ſubverſive of all moral order; that heretics, 


meaning proteſtants, can never enter into a 
ſtats of ſalvation. 
It was inculcated in à Catechiſm publiſhed 


at cat oaks theſe few years by Doctor 


Butlers 
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Butler, titular Archbiſhop of Cacſheil. He, 
that believes that his fellow tubject lives cou- 
ſtantly under the frowns of the Almighty, 
and will be doomed hereafter to eternal damn- 
ation, will think he is promoting his own fal- 
vation, every time he injures him, or the ef- 
tabliſhed Church, 
It is certain that this venemous doctrine has 
poiſoned the, minds of all the lower claſs, and 
the unenlighrened portion of Roman catholics. 
How, inconſſſtent then is the conduct of the 
popiſh Clergy; for they tell you that they 
with. to unite. their, flock with thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed Church in cloſe bonds of unity, by 
procuring for them the utmoſt degree of natiz 
pnal confidenee, at the ſame timę that they are 
- endeavouring- to tender them g;heterogeneous 
mats, as imgiſeible in principle ang allection 
with proteſtants, as oil and water.. 
There is not al proteſtant of the age of, 720 
years inglreland, that has not at ſome time or 
other, of his. life, heard this doctrine avowed 
by: Roman catholics : When a papiſt ſuc- 
cee ds a proteſtant! in the occupation of a houſe, 
he takes gare to have! it are by ſprinkling 
it with holy water. 
We are not to ider of the Endo opinions 
of a mation as influencing their moral conduct, 
from | thoſe. of a few. opulent and enlightened 
individuals, we are to deduce; it Fram. thai of 
the mais of ithe people, N N 
9206 We 
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We know it to be an unqueſtionable fact, 


chat the latter are univerſally infected with the 


poiſon which I have mentioned ; and if we 
are to believe the Cardinal legate, who had the 
ſuperintendance of the Engliſh * and Iriſſi 
Churches, and Father Burke, titular biſhop 
of Offory, an oath of allegiance, taken by a 
pepiſt to a heretical prince, is not binding on 
his conſcience. * The caſe then briefly ſands 
thus: The Iriſh papiſts acknowledge the Ro- 
man pontiff to be ſupreme head and director 
of their Church in ſpirituals; arid we ate to 


ſuppoſe, that. the Cardinal legate and Father 


Burke, a titular biſhop, ſpoke according to 
the expreſs dictates of the holy tee. 

Such of the Triſh ' nation, who have taken 
oaths of allegiance, (arid they are but few in- 
deed compared to the multitude) muſt either 
have ſeparated from the holy Church, or muſt 
have conſidered the oath mull and void, accord- 
ing to the legate's opinion; but if they deem: 
edit obkgatöry without fuch- ſeparation, they 
muſt have: obtained a diſpenſation before hand 
for taking! it; or an abſolution afterwards 
from tlie tie, which it impoſed, and from the 
ſin which they incurred by taking it. 

iT hoſe; who have ever viſited Rome, can- 


not but know, that-Uifpenſations x and indul- 


gences for ſiſis paſtand'to'tome, are ſold there 


as commonias'Roſaries'or modern Antiques 
8 Rome « cum Pretio.” ven“ 1 


2 f Robert 


* 
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"Robert the iſt of France, in the 1oth cen- 
tury was excommunieated for marrying; with- 
out à diſpenſation, his relation, though ſhe 
was 'felated to him but in the 4th 2 and 
though ſuch a marriage is not prohibited by 
the Levitical law; and yet, one of the houſe 
of Braganza obrajties a diſpenſation, Wichim 
a few years, to marry his niece. „ e 062 293 

II the right of granting It, and its efficacy 
to remove The guilt 6f ſin, be admitted in any 


one inſtance, it may be extended ad infonitunt*; 


It will be impoſlible to draw a line It may 
then be aſked, are the Iriſh cath6lics ever to 
be admitted to an equal participation of politi- 
cal advantages ?—Ithink they ought not, till 
they have renounced; in a more ſatisfact. 
manner, the geleterious doctrines to which 
have alluded; and fot this: purpoſe, I would 
recommend to the Triſh prelates, to frame an 
oath to the following purport, which oath 
ſhould be required by act e ee to be 
taken by every Romiſh clergyman before he 
can exerciſe any ſacred function whatſoever. 
Let it e6mprehend! the uſual acknowledge. 
ments of allegiance and ration: Let it 


A — book containing tvs 8 18 religion 
js to be p rred to any Other, » the following remark in the 
100 c ker, in eilig of the proteſtant miniſters, 4 They 
a _— y' prieſts, ſince they? have not 32 to forgive ſins, 
9 n office. of prieſtly me This curious 

book is t ogad, in the poſſeſſion moſt of the popiſh far- 
N 57% 
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declare 
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3 Oey do not believe that the Pop e 
or any prelate or prieſt, can abſolve from an, 
and that ſorrow and attonement to God and 
the injured neighbour are indiſpenſible requi- 
ſites to obtain forgiveneſs of ſin. That they 
do not believe that a, breach of faith, or auy 


injury or hoſtility againſt any perſon whomſo- 


ever can be juſtified by reaſon, or, under pre- 


tence that ſueh aperſon.is a heretic or infidel. 


That they do not believe that proteſtants of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, or any other ſect, 
who profeſs the Chriſtian religion, are to he 


damned hereafter; '- That they acknowledge 


no infallibility in the Pope. Leb them alſc 


wear, that they will on all occaliqns inſtruct 


their flock in the heforementipned; doctrine iii 
the cleareſt and moſt unequivocal manner; 
amd let it be required by ſaid act, that every 
pariſſ prieſt all veadilind: ee the, Altar, 
before the celebration of Mafs, four times in 
in the year, on fome, remarkable. feaſt days, 
the ſaid oath, accompanied, with a. declaration, 
that the dbctrines cœntaineg thexein are believed 
and taught by the „ish. rg the, Ro- 
miſh Commimion , „ ll o 

Should the Roman carh6ltics of Ireland ex- 
Hibit ſuch a proof She rectitude of their reli- 
gious and Kohle Prinelples, they” may "with 
a good grace apply = — e an 
extenſion of their es. They inſiſt, 
chat the proteſt, ch m/ of. them have 


wa 13 ſigned 
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ſigned, is a ſufficient proof of it. It is Hard 
to doubt the ſincerity of ſo many reſpectable ; 
perſons. 

At the ſame time, the ſingular diſtin Qioh, 
made by the Roman catholic | prelates in 
England, between an oath and a proteſtation, 
of the ſame import, has a very queſtionable 
appearance. I will ſtate that tranſaction as 
briefly as poſſible : On the 3d day of May, 
1787, the clergy and laiety of that perſuaſion 
in England formed a general Committee, 
which aſſembled and continued to fit in Lon- | 
don, for the purpoſe' of watching Over, and 
promoting the intereſt of their body. | 

They made an a pions to Parliament for 

a repeal of many of the penal laws, grounded 
on a ſolemn declaration and proteſtation, by 
which they endeavoured in the moſt explicit 
terms, to evince the purity of their teligious 
and political principles. 

With this view, and under the ſanction of 
their vicars apoſtolic, and all their coadjutors, 
the proteſtation was ſigned by their prelites, 
and above 200 of their cletgy, and by ali 
every reſpectable. Roman catholic tt Eng- 
land. 

The miniſter of Eugländ quired, that, 
| they, e convett L.the een into the 


V; 


A 
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form of an oath*. They then agreed to res. 
fer the affair to Mr. Bernard on the part of 
the prelates, and to Sir Henry Inglefield on 
that of the committee; but one of the biſhops 
roſe, from his 1at, and | ſaid; that diſcuſſion 
was, of no conſequence, the queſtion Was, 
whether they would ſubmit? 
Ibis unexpected and peremptory. ai 
ton; filled the Committee with aſtoniſhment ; . 
they requeſted to haye? itreduced to writing ; 
the biſhop, gave it in the following words: 
Whether the Committee intended to fubmit or 
to proceed further in the buſineſs of the bill, 
without the approbation of the biſhops, _. __ . 
To the above queſtion the reply of the 
committee was, We have the greateſt reſpect 
for epiſcopal authority; ; and are always diſ- 
poſed to; obey. its deciſions, when applied to 
proper objects, and confined within proper li- 
mitation; but we ſay with S.. Leo. Manel 


petri privilegium wbicungue ex ipſins. Feat 
ertur judicium 4 
15 The requiſition 75 ſubmillion, made by the 
two apoſtolic.vicars,. appears in the preſent in- 
| ſtance not grounded in equity: 0 
No proof of the propoſed oath's containing 
any thing contrary. to; faith or morale, as 


* The oath id ANTON at the end hereof, and Gery) bod 
* allow, that any ſubjects, who refule to take it, are not en- 
ated to national confidence. 
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been produced ; and we cannot acquieſce in 
the requiſition, without containing, encreaſ- 
ing, and conlirming the prejudices againſt the 
faith aud moral character of the catholics; 
and the ſcandal and oppreſſion under which 
they labour in this kingdom. — 
We theretore refuſe to ſubmit to the above 
requiſition,” and we give your Lordſhips no- 
tice, that we ſhall appeal from it to all the 
catholic churches in the univerſe, and eſ- 
pecially the firſt of catholic churches, the 
Apoſtolical See, rightly informed. 
Signed by 


Charles Berington, H. C. Englefield, 
Joſ. Wilks, John Throckmorton, 

. Stourton, John 'Towneley, 
Petre, Thomas Hornyhold. A 


Notwithſtanding this declaration, we {till 
requeſt your Lordſhips to ſay, whether you 
will ſuggeſt any addition or qualifiying expla- 
nation, which can be admitted conſiſtently 
with the inſtrument. of proteſtation, ſigned by 
the apoſtolic vicar, more than two, hundred of 
the clergy, and almoſt every reſpectable ca- 
tholic in England, and we will exert our 
beſt - endeavours in negociating the admiſſion 
of ſuch an addition or qualifying explanation. 


W Signed by 
Charles Berington, H. C. Englefield, _ 
Joſ. Wilks, John Throckmorton, 
Stourton, John Towneley, _ 
Petre, Thomas Hornyhold.. 
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This our anſwer * requeſt we delivered 
to your Lordſhips. 

After ſome further diſcuſſion, you, my 
lord biſhop of Centuria, ſaid you intended 
it ſhould have been an amicable conference, 
and moved that the qt eſtion and anſwer might 
be thrown into the fire. 

You, my lord biſhops of Ancanthos and 
Centuria, were aſked, if you would retract the 
requiſition, and both refuſed to retract it. 
Therefore, my lord biſhop of Rama, vicar 
apoſtolic of the Weſtern Diſtrict, my lord 
biſhop of Acanthos, vicar apoſtolic of the 
Northern Diſtrict, my lord biſhop of Centu- 
ria, vicar apoſtolic of the Southern Diſtrict, 
your lordſhips having brought matters to 
this point; convinced, that we have not been 
miſled by our clergy ; convinced, that we have 
not departed from the principles of our an- 
ceſtors; convinced, that we have not violated 
any articles of catholic faith or communion 
we, the catholic committee, whoſe names 
are here under written, for ourſelves, and for 
thoſe in whoſe truſts we have acted, do here- 
by, before God, ſolemnly proteſt, and call 
upon God to witneſs our proteſt, againſt your 
lordſtips encyclical letters of the 21ft day of 
October, 1789, and the 21ſt of January laſt, 
and every clauſe, article, determination, mat- 
ter, and thing therein reſpectively contained, 
as imprudent, arbitrary and unjuſt; as a total 
miſre- 
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miſrepreſentation of the nature of the bills to 
which they reſpectively refer, and the oaths 
therein reſpectively contained; and our con- 
duct relating thereto reſpectively, as encroach- 
ing on our natural, civil and religious rights; 
inculcating principles hoſtile to ſociety and 
government, and the conſtitution and laws of 
the Britiſh empire; as derogatory from the al- 
legiance we owe to the ſtate, and the ſettle- 
ment of the crown; and as tending to conti- 
nue, encreaſe and confirm the prejudices a- 

ainſt the faith and moral character of the ca- 
tholics, and the ſcandal and oppreſſion under 
which they labour in this kingdom. 

In the ſame manner we do hereby ſolemnly 
proteſt, and call upon God to witneſs this our 
ſolemn proteſt, againſt all proceedings had, or 
hereafter to be had, in conſequence of, or 
grounded upon your lordſhips ſaid encyclizal 
letters, or either of them, or any repreſenta- 
tion of the bills or oaths therein reſpectively 
referred to, given or to be given by your lord- 
ſhips or any of you. 

And, from your lordſhips ſaid encyclical let- 
ters, and all proceedings had or hereafter to be 
had, in conſequence of, or grounded upon, 
any repreſentations of the ſaid bills, or oaths, 
or either of them, given or to be given by 
your lordſhips, or any of you, We do hereby 
appeal, and call upon God to witneſs our 
appeal, for the purity and integrity of our 

religious 
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religious principles, to all the catholic churches 
in the univerſe, and eſpecially to the firſt of 
catholic churches, the Apoſtolical See, shui 
informed. 


Signed by 
Charles Berington, John Lawſon, 
Joſ. Wilks, John Throckmorton, 
Stourton, William Fermon, 
Petre, John Towneley, 


H. C. Englefield, Thomas Hornyhold. 

The committee having continued to ſit, 
four of the popiſh biſhops who were vicars 
apoſtolic, addreſſed a letter to all the Roman 
catholics of England, er the oath, 
and inhibiting them from taking it. 

Ene ydical letter, addreſſed, To all the 
faithful both the clergy and laity, in the four 
diſtricts of England, by the four vicars Apoſ- 
tolic, Charles Ramathen, James Birthan, 
Thomas Acon, Matthew Comanen. 
Pearly beloved brethren and children in 

| Chriſt, 

„We think it neceſſary to notify to you, 
that, having held a meeting on the 19th of 
October, 1789, after mature deliberation and 
previous diſcuſſions, we unnanimouſly con- 
demned the new form of an oath, intended 
for the catholics, publiſhed in Woodfall's 
Regiſter, June' 26th, 1789, and declare it 
unlawful to be taken. 
r Ve 
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* We alſo declared, that nene of the faith. 
ful, clergy or laity, under our care, ought ta 
take any new oath, or ſign any new declaration, 
in doctrinal matters, or ſubſcribe any new in- 
ſtrument wherein the intereſts of religion are 
concerned, without the previous approbation 
of their reſpective biſhop. 

FTheſe determinations we judged neceſſa- 
ry, to the promoting of your ſpiritual wel- 
fare, to fix an anchor for you to hold to, and 
to reſtore peace to your minds, To theſe de- 
terminations therefore we requeſt your ſub- 
miſhon. 


Hammerſmith, 


James Birthan, 
October 21, 1789. 


Thomas Aconen, 
"Matthew Comanen. 

Three of the vicars apoſtoic addreſſed a 
ſimilar letter of the ſame import, to the ca- 
tholics of England. Engyclical letter 

Charles, biſhop of Rama, vicar apoſtolic 
of the weſtern diftrict, William, biſhop of 
Acanthos, vicar apoſtolic of the northern 
diſtrict, and John, biſhop of Centuria, vicar 
apoſtolic of the ſouthern diſtrict. 
To all the faithful, clergy and laiety of 

_ thoſe reſpective diſtricts, 

We think it neceſſary to lay before you 
the following articles and determination. 

iſt, We are informed that the catholio 
committee have given or intends to give in 


* 


| Charles Ramaten, 


* 
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a bill containing an oath, to be preſented to 
parliament, in order to be ſanctioned by the 
legiſlature, and the oath to the catholics of 
this kingdom. 
2 dly. The four apoſtolic vicars, by an en- 
cyelical letter, dated October 21, 1789, con- 
demned an oath propoſed at that time to be 
preſented to parliament, and which oath they 
alſo declared unlawful to be taken. Their 
condemnation of that oath was confirmed by 
the apoſtolic ſee, and ſanctioned alſo by the 
biſhops of Ireland and Scotland. 
zdly. Some alteration has been made by the 
catholic committee in that condemned oath; 
but, as far as we have learned, of no mo- 
ment; conſequently the altered oath remains 
liable to the cenſure fixed on the former oath. 
4thly. The four apoſtolical vicars, in the 
above mentioned encyelical letter, declared, 
that none of the faitliful, clergy or laity, ought 
to take any new oath, or ſign any new decla- 
ration in doctrinal matters, or ſubſcribe any 
new inſtrument wherein the intereſts of reli- 
gion are concerned, without the previous ap- 
probation of their refpective biſhop, and they 
required ſubmiſſion to thoſe determinations. 
The altered oath has not been approved of by 
us, and therefore cannot be lawfully or con- 
ſcientiouſly taken by any of the Faithful of 
dur diſtricts. 
5thly. 


© } 
5thly. We further declare, that the ſſem- 


bly of the catholic committee has no right or 
authority to determine on the lawfulneſs of 
| oaths, declarations, or other inſtruments what- 
ſoever containing doctrinal matters; but that 
this authority reſides in the biſhops, they being 
by divine inſtitutiion, the ſpiritual governors 
of the church of Chriſt, and the guardians of 
religion. In conſequence likewiſe of the pre- 
ceding obſervations, we condemn in the ful- 
leſt manner, the attempts of offering to par- 
liament an 3 including doctrinal matters, 
to be there ſanctioned, which has not been ap- 
proved by us; and, if ſuch attempts be made, 
we earneſtly exhort the catholics of our reſ- 
pective diſtricts to oppoſe it, and hinder its 
being carried into execution; and for that pur- 
poſe to preſent a proteſtation or counter-peti- 
tion, or to adopt whatever other legal and pru- 
dent meaſure may he judged beſt, 

Finally. We alſo declare, that, conforma- 
bly to the letter written to the catholic com- 
mittee by the four apoſtolic vicars, October 
21, 1789, we totally diſapprove of the appel- 
lation of Protęſting Catholic Diſſenters given us 
in the bill, and of three proviſoes therein con- 
tained and expreſſed in the ſaid letter of the 
four apoſtolic vicars. 

We ſhall here conclude, with expreſſing to 
you our hopes, that you have rejected with 
deteſtation ſome late publications, and that 

| vou 
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you will beware of others, which may ap- 
pear hereafter. Of thoſe that have been pub- 
liſhed, fome are ſchiſmatical, ſcandalous, in- 
flammatory, and inſulting to the ſupreme head 
of the church, the vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 
London, Jan. 19, 1791. Charles Ramaten, 
William Acanthen, 
lohn Centurien. 
James Talbot, vicar apoſtolic of the Lon- 
don diſtrict (fince dead), retracted his diſſent, 
and gave his approbation of . 

The committee incenſed at ſuch treatment, 
publiſhed a ſpirited anſwer to thoſe Encycli- 
cal letters, and a defence of- their conduct. 
I will give the reader ſome part of it. 

They ſay that having given God and the 
nation ſuch ſolemn pledges of their religious 
and political integrity, ſhame be upon thoſe 
who dare to call in queſtion either the one or 
the other; they ſcorn ſlander, they know that 
they are good catholics, and good ſubjects. 
That oath, which was grounded on the pro- 
teſtation, fined but a few months ago, by 
the vicars apoſtolie, all their coadjutors, and 
with a few exceptions indeed, by all their 
clergy; that oath my lords, without a ſpecifi- 
cation of one fingte objectionable caule Was 
pronounced by your lordſhips to be unlawful, 
and our conduct reſpecting it cenſured. 

Thus, my lords, in our regard no preli- 
.minaries of form or right were attended to, 
no 


= BW 


no meaſure of conciliation was uſed, no in- 
ſtruction was vouchſafed, in which of the ar- 
ticles of the oath the error attributed to lay, 
was not pointed out to us; we were not per- 
mitted to explain it; no opportunity was gl- 
ven us 16 defend our conduct. Is it poſſible 
to ſuppoſe; our heavenly maſter inſpired a 
conduct ſo oppoſite to his own ſpirit of pru- 
dence, meekneſs, conciliation, and juſtice? or 
that your lordſhips ſpoke the language of the 
church, when you acted in a manner ſo little 
conforniable to its practice? The utmoſt atten- 
tion and reſpect we have ever, and ſhall ever 
pay, when you deliver to us the ſolemn deci- 
ons of the church ; when you exhort, per- 
ſuade, or inſtruct, we know you are within 
the ſphere of your paſtoral duty; but when 
you deliver myſterious oracles, and undertake 
to ſince reaſon, and preclude diſcuſſion, by 
your encyclical letters, we cannot but recol- 
le& that God, and the whole collective body 
of tlie church alone, are poſſeſſed of the right 
of expounding articles of belief. 

To ſupport your lordſhips requiſition to ſub- 
miſhon, the only argument brought by your 
lordſhips is, that you are vicars apoſtolic of 
this country, and are therefore the higheſt au- 
thority in it. Tour decrees, therefore, till 
they are reverſed by a higher authority, muſt 
be ſubmitted to. The conſtitution of the 


church, and the hiſtory of every age, and al- 
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moſt every realm of Chriſtendom, prove the 
erroneouſneſs of this propoſition, 

They then proceed to ſhew inſtances of he- 
relies and inconſiſtencies, ſanctigned by Tome 
popes, which were aftcrwards renovnced and 
condemned by ſubſequent popes and councils. 
They mention in particular the hereſy of 
Arius, which ſo many bithops, archbithops, 
patriarchs, provincial councils, and ſynods au- 
thoriſed; might not then each of ſuch unhap- 
py prelates have addreſſed their flocks in the 
ſame language which you have? that your de- 
ciſions are abſolute till they are reverſed by a 
ſtill higher authority, and fuch conduct would 
have juſtied them in denying the divinity of 
Chriſt. 

From the opening of the buſineſs, the vi- 
cars apoſtolic inſiſted, that there was no necel- 
ſity of giving the reaſons for their cenſures; 
but upon being clolcly prefled, they men- 
tioned tome villages they objected to, and a 
diſcuſſion enſued on the meaning of the word 
perſons in the oath, which involved in it 
the material queſtion, whether the words 
of the oath were to be taken in their ſcho- 
laſtic or ordinary ſenſe? On this ſtrange 
diſtinction about the interpretation of an oath, 
which may admit of latent meanings, and 
mental reſervations, worthy of the court of 
Rome, the committee offered to ſubmit to 


the opinion of two common lawyers, two ci- 
vilians, 
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vilians, and two catholic lawyers, whether by 
the whole of the clauſes reſpecting the rig] t 
of interference (alluding to the Pope's interfe- 
rence in temporals) any thing could be meart 
to affect the rights of conſcience, or the ſpiri- 
tual effects of ſpiritual cenſures. But tHe pre- 
lates reject the propoſal, and aſſert, that the 
opinion of the loweſt prieſt in the church! is to 
be preferred to that of the moſt learned a- 
mong the laity, in ſpiritual concerns. 

This abſurd aſſertion proves that ignorance 
is the only element, in which the abſurd doc- 
trines of the church of Rome can exiſt. 

The Romiſh canon law is full of conſtitu- 
tions to this effect: When things of God 
are treated of, the king muſt ſubject | his wilt 
to the will of the prieſts, and not prefer-it be- 
fore theirs. Decrel. 1ſt. Dif. 10th. Capt. 3 

The committee made this obſervation on It : 
Surely there have been prieſts, whoſe writ- 
ings are not to be preferred to thoſe of Minu- 
tius Felix, Lactantius, the two Barclays, or 
even our illuſtrious Woodhead. | 

The opinion of Mr, Hill, his Majeſty's 
premier ſerjeant, on a caſe laid before him, 
was, that the words of the oath denied only 
the Pope's having a temporal power, or a 
right to enforce their ſpiritual authority by 
temporal power. 

Mr. Hill is allowed to be one of the ableſt 
common n in England, and to be pro- 

foundly 


(13: +) 
- foundly learned in the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 


Law. 

But ſtill the vicars apoſtolic continued ob- 
ſtinate. 

The anſwer of the committee to their pre- 
jates contains the following obſervations: 

« We were called upon to ſign the proteſ- 
tation, we ligped it, both clergy and laity.” 
Are there among us, perſons capable of re- 
ceding from their ſignatures, and proftituting 
their honor: 

'This proteſtation was converted into the 
{form of an oath. 

Shall we refuſe to ſwear, when called upon 
by our country, what we moſt ſolemnly 
- proteſt under our hand writing ? vb 
The violation of an oath may accumulate 
the guilt of per jury on prevarication, but ve- 
racity is cqually ſacred, whether a proteſtation 
be made upon honor or upon oath. 

Tantus in ie fit veri amor, ut quicquid dixe- 
ris id Juralum putes, was the exhortation of 
a father of the church, and he muſt be deſti- 
tute of chriſtian ſincerity, who thinks he is 
not equally bound to tell the truth without 
diſguiſe, when called upon to make a ſolemn 
afſeveration ; 3 as if he had an oath officially 
tendered. To recede therefore from any part 
of the proteſtation would be a flagrant viola- 
tion of yeracity—a mortal wound to the in- 
degrity of catholics, and conſequently an ever- 
laſting 
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laſting confirmation of the prejudice of proteſ- 


tants. 

That our religion permits us to uſe dupli- 
city and equivocation ; is It into this diſhonor 
we are exhorted, nay, required by your lord- 


ſhips to plunge ? does nat authority, exerted 


to effect this purpole, tend to deſtruction, not 


to edification ? and if ſuch authority were ſub- 
mitted to, would not an undue reſpect for the 


miniſters of religion, involve the ruin of reli- 


gion itſelf? have your lordſhips maturely 
weighed theſe momentous conſequences ? *I 
think 1t neceſſary to relate a circumſtance of 
an extraordinary nature, which happened to 
a member of the committee; The rev. Mr, 
Wilkes, pariſh prieſt of Bath, was com- 
manded (by his dioceſan doctor Walmeſly) to 
retract and expreſs his abhorrence, of having 
reſiſted his ſuperiors, under pain of being ſuſ- 
pended from his cure. Mr. Wilkes urged 
with all the gentleneſs of expoſtulation, that 
it would derogate from him, as a man of ho- 


nor and veracity, to withdraw his name from, 


and condemn a meaſure, which he had open- 
ly and deliberately ſupported. He aſſured 
him, that though he thought it his duty not 
to acquieſce in the commands of his ſuperiors, 


The Engliſh papiſts finding that the ri gorous prohibition of 
their prelates prevented them from complying at that time with 
the reaſonable requiſition of the Britiſh miniſter, deſiſted from 
urging theis claims for an extenſion of their privileges. 


when 
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when in a public character, as one of the 
committee, acting for the relief of the catho- 
lie body in general; yet that the oath he had 
taken as a monk, obliged him on every other 
occaſion, to pay the moſt implicit OATS 
to his ſuperiors. 
| As Mr. Wilkes had very much endeared 
- himlſelt to his flock, by his probity, his learn- 
ing, the urbanity and gentlenefs of his man- 
ners, the gentlemen of Bath, his pariſhion- 
ers, waited on doctor Walmeſly in a body, 
and remonftrated with him, but to no effect: 
they then read a proteſt ſigned by them all, 
againſt his conduct, and ſent it to the court 
of Rome; but the ſevere treatment Mr. ö 
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Wilkes met wich, evinces that it was badly 
received ; for he was ſuſpended and ordered 
to join ſome convent of his order on the con- 
tinent; where it is preſumed, if he is even 
Kill alive, that he experienced the moſt ſevere 
treatment. \ 
From the whole of this tranfaction we may 
fer, that the popiſh prelates in England 
maintain a two-fold interpretation of an oath, 
one in its ordinary, another in its ſcholaſtic 
ſenſe; and the body of Roman catholics who 
publiſhed and ſigned the anſwer to the ency- 
clical letters, admit, that-no two things have 
teſs relation to one another, than the language 
of buſineſs, and the language of the ſchools : 


but they, at the ſame time, acquit themſelves 
very 


„ 


very ads of ſubmitting to any ſack ſub- 
tle or latent diſtinction, in theſe words, my 
lords; it is indiſputable, that an oath muſt be 
taken in its plain and obvious ſenſe. 

As the opinion of the lowelt prieſt in ſpi- 
ritual concerns, is to be preferred to the meſt 
learned among the laity ; and as the interpre- 
tation of an oath is conſidered of a ſpiritual 
nature, a common popiſh prieſt, who is already 
dexterous in the art of metamorphoſing one 
body into another, may pervert the import of 
an oath, and adapt it as he pleaſes to the in- 
tereſt of his church. Ille ſue contra non im- 
memorartis omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula 
rerum. VIRGIL. | 

It appears alſo, that the condemnation of 
the oath in queſtion was confirmed by the 
apoſtolic ſee, and by the biſhops of Ireland 
and Scotland. | See the encyclical letter, dated 
January 19, 1791; article 2d. ] 

The oath which a biſhop {wears at his con- 
ſecration proves, that he is bound to defend, 
enlarge, and promote the rights, privileges, 
and authority of the holy ſee, and to yield 
implicit obedience to its commands; and as 
every popiſh prieſt muſt blindly ſubmit to the 
dictates of his biſhop, we may fairly con- 
clude, that the Roman pontiff, through ſuch 
a well connected and indiſſoluble chain, can 
ſpeed and enforce his mandates to the re- 
moteſt parts of the earth, where a popiſh 
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hierarchy exiſts, with as much celerity and 
energy, as an electrician can the electric. fire. 
He has never diſavowed or renounced any of 
thoſe abominable and deleterious powers, 
which he formerly maintained, and under the 
pain of perjury, the biſhops are obliged to de- 
fend and promote them. He formerly fulmi- 
nated openly to extend his domination; he 
now works by ſap, and his unremitting ambi- 
tion is like the worm that never dies. 
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The Oath of allegiance and abjuration, and of 
| _ proteſiation and declaration. 


I, 4. B. do fincerely promiſe and ſwear, 
that J will be faithful, and bear true allegiance 
wo Majetty, | and I do truly 
and fincerely acknowledge, profeſs, teſtify, 
and declare in my conſcience, before God and 
the world, that our ſovereign 
is lawful and rightful of this realm, 
and of all other Majeſty's dominions 
thereunto belonging. And Ido ſolemnly and 
ſincerely declare, that I do believe in my 
conſcience, that not any deſcendants of the 
perſon who pretended to be prince of Wales, 
during the life of the late king James II. and 
after his deceaſe, pretended to be, and took 
upon himſelf, the ſtile and title of king of 
England, by the name of James III. ot of 
Scotland, by the name of James VIII. or the 
ſtile and title of king of Great-Britain ; hath 
any right or title whatſoever to the crown of 
this realm, or any dominions thereunto be- 
longing ; and I do renounce, refuſe, and ab- 
Jure any allegiance or obedience to any of 
them. And I do ſwear, that I will bear faith 
and true allegiance to Majeſty _. 
and will defend to the utmoſt of my power, 
againſt all traitorous conſpiracies and attempts 
whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt 

perſon, crown, or digni- 
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ty, and I will * my utmoſt endeavour to diſ- 
cloſe and make known to Majeſty 


and ſucceſſors, all treaſons and 
traitorous conſpiracies,” which I ſhall know to 
be againſt | And I do faithful- 


ly and fully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my 
power, to ſupport, maintain, and defend the 
ſucceſſion of the crown, againſt the deſcen- 


dants of the ſaid James, and againſt all other 


perſons whatſoever ; which ſucceſſion, by an 
act, entitled, An act for the further limita- 
tion of the crown, and better ſecuring the 
rights and liberties of the ſubject; is, and 
ſtands limited to the Princeſs Sophia, Elec- 
toreſs and Ducheſs Dowager of Hannover, 
and the heirs of her body being proteſtants. 
And 1 do ſwear, that I do from my heart, 
abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as impious and he- 
retical, that damnable doctrine and poſition, 
that princes excommunicated by the pope, or 
by authority of the ſee of Rome, may be de- 
poſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or any 
other perſons Whatſoever. And I do proteſt 
and declare, and do ſolemnly ſwear it to be 
my moſt firm and ſincere opinion, belief, and 
perſuaſion, that neither the pope, nor any 
prelate or prieſt, nor any aſſembly of prelates 
or prieſts, nor any eccleſiaſtical power what- 
ſoever, can abſolve the ſubjects of this realm, 
or any of them, from their allegiance to his 


laid — and that no foreign church, 


prelate, 
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prelate, or prieſt, or aſſembly of prelates or 
prieſts, or eccleſiaſtical power whatſoever, 
Hath, or ought to have, any juriſdiction or 
authority whatſoever within this realm, that 
can directly, or indirectly, affect or intefere 
with the independence, ſovereignty, laws, 
conſtitution, or government thereof; or the 
rights, liberties, perſons, or properties of the 
people of the ſaid realm, or any of them. 
And that no perſon can be abſolved from any 
ſin, nor any ſin whatſoever be forgiven, at 
the pleaſure of any pope, or of any prieſt, 
or of any perſon whomſoever ; but that ſor- 
row for paſt, reſolution to avoid future guilt, 
and atonement to God and the injured neigh- 
bour, are indiſpenſibly requiſite to obtain for- 
giveneſs of ſin; and that no breach of faith 
with, or injury to, or hoſtility againſt any 
perſon whomſoever, can ever be juſtified by 
reaſon, or under pretence that ſuch perſon is 
an heretic or an infidel. And that neither 
the pope, nor any prelate, nor any prieſt, 
nor any aſſembly of prelates or prieſts, nor 
any eccleſiaſtical power whatever, can, at 
any time, diſpenſe with, or abſolve me from 
the obligations of this oath, or of any other 
oath, or of any compact whatſoever. And 
I do alſo, in my conſcience, declare and ſo- 
lemnly ſwear, that I acknowledge no infalli. 
bility in the pope. And all theſe things I do 
plainly and ſincerely Heclare, acknowledge, 


and 
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and fwear, according to the expreſs. words by 
me ſpoken, and according to the plain and 
ordinary ſenſe of the fame words, without 
any equivocation, mental evaſion, or fecret 
relervation whatſoever, And I do make the 
aforeſaid proteſtation, declaration, recogni- 
tion, acknowlegement, abjuration, renuncia- 
tion, promiſe, and oath, heartily, willingly, 


and truly, upon the true faith of a chriſtian. 
80 * me God. 
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